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Frank’s New Memo
Posted on July 26, 2019 by Willard

Frank Luntz issued a new memo:

Frank suggests that we drop the word sustainability. According to his research, it conveys
the status quo, whereas the American people demands improvement – a better, a safer,
and a cleaner environment. For a Conservative who preached for conservation in his
earlier memo, that sounds like a concession.

Frank also suggests that we focus on the benefits of addressing climate change, and not
only its dangers. That’s fine with me, as long as it does not inject the usual concerns
regarding CAGW and as long as we realize that hopes and fears go hand in hand. (Not a
bad album, if you ask me.) Frank himself illustrates his suggestion with his recent
experience of a wildfire emergency. But who better than Hope (Jahren) to talk about
climate hope:

Frank offers other suggestions during his testimony. (See the poster below.) I will let you
pay due diligence to them in the comments. Here is my take-away. Climate change has
consequences, and we are all in in together.

And that’s the new memo. I would trust this kind of work more than anything armchair
wordsmiths can produce, me included. At the very least, Frank bestows fair hints as to how
to reach more conservative contrarians.

Everybody’s changing and Frank sure does not seem to feel the same:
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When people tell me that they feel hopeless about climate change, I look them in
the eye, steady my voice and state that I believe all will be okay, even though we
both know damn well that it may not. Then I put my head down and I go back to
work

Keane - Everybody's Changing (O�cial Music Video)Keane - Everybody's Changing (O�cial Music Video)
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Frank Luntz
@FrankLuntz

Big thanks to Senator @BrianSchatz for inviting me to today’s 
‘Conservatives for Climate Change’ hearing.

The environment belongs to all of us.  It’s time to put policy over 
politics, and work together to protect our planet.

1,519 5:22 PM - Jul 25, 2019

475 people are talking about this

Frank Luntz
@FrankLuntz

Yes, I‘ve changed my opinion on #ClimateChange since authoring a 
skeptical memo 18 years ago.

Now, I want to use my powers for good and find ways to make it a 
nonpartisan issue. (Look how the @FloridaGOP has shifted after 
hearing the concerns of their coastal constituency.)

921 5:54 PM - Jul 25, 2019

575 people are talking about this

Frank Luntz @FrankLuntz · Jul 25, 2019
Replying to @FrankLuntz
How can we get bipartisan support and action on #ClimateChange?

• Focus on consequences of climate change, not just a vague “crisis.” 
Tell people how it will affect them personally.

• Invite people to join you to solve the problem, regardless of the letter 
next to their name.

    
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smallbluemike says:
July 27, 2019 at 12:40 am

I have said for years that we will make no significant progress on slowing global
warming until the republicans as a political party accept the idea that this is a big
problem and we have to do something about it… and fast.

The people (like Luntz) who have decades of wildly successful work in partisan
opposition to effective action need to own their part in our current situation. This
isn’t about climate activists using the wrong terms, it’s about a corporatist political
party … or two… doing everything in it’s power to wring the last dollar of profit and
last ounce of advantage out of fossil fuel systems.

How do these folks take responsibility for their mistaken opposition and the
additional costs that opposition has produced?

I guess on the positive side, it is happening. Republicans like Luntz are accepting
that they can no longer act like it’s not a problem. I am trying to be happy about
that. Give me a minute or two.

Mike

Russell Seitz (@RussellSeitz) says:
July 27, 2019 at 1:48 am

thw New Model Luntz seems an improvement on the old one, but Heartland is still
fielding a posse of Same Old Luntz wannabes:

https://vvattsupwiththat.blogspot.com/2019/07/this-is-trump-international-
conference.html

Keith McClary says:
July 27, 2019 at 2:31 am

‘Conservatives for Climate Change’ is a bit ambiguous.
:>)
(I see it is actually supposed to be “Climate Action”, which is less ambiguous.)

mrkenfabian says:
July 27, 2019 at 3:24 am

I’m a bit dubious – are we going to just get the rhetoric of conservative-right
support for climate action, without real climate action? Will it be about US
Republicans addressing the problem or about “a better kind of environmentalism”
that, like Ecomodernism, seeks to allay environmental concerns, emphasise the
political extremism of climate activism, all whilst proposing “better” policy that
no-one, let alone US Republicans, will actually fight for?

jacksmith4tx says:
July 27, 2019 at 6:22 am

Luntz knows this is spiraling out of control. Between him, Karl Rove and Dick
Cheney a whole generation of republican leaders have opposed almost every
attempt to address climate change.
Oh well, water under the bridge as they say.
For a technologically advanced civilization the logical solution is geoengineering,
terraforming and genetic engineering.
Of course that’s not us because we haven’t figured out why creating infinite debt
compounding at interest rates faster than global GDP is growing is actually not a
paradox. Is there such a thing as a event horizon for behavioral economics?
“Per Capita World Debt Has Surged To Over $200,000”
Link to NASDAQ story https://tinyurl.com/yybwvm9f

Keith McClary says:
July 27, 2019 at 6:33 am

@mrkenfabian :
Canadian Cons are running on platforms to abolish the carbon tax. Their plan is
instead to invent our way out of the climate problem, which in practise seems to
mean giving tax breaks and subsidies to FF companies to do research. What kind
of research exactly? They will set up a government bureaucracy to pick the
winners. They also claim to oppose socialist interventionism and planned
economies.

I expect you will see this in the US.

Steven Mosher says:
July 27, 2019 at 6:57 am

Thanks willard

Raymond Horstman says:
July 27, 2019 at 8:59 am

What Frank Luntz say seems reasonable to me. It is easier to seduce people to buy
electric cars then to forbid to drive cars on petrol. Peole don’t mind to be seduced
but they to be forced. I live in a free society and i hate the thought to live in a non-
free society. I’m not a native speaker. I have to check all the long words. But this
how i feel about it.

izen says:
July 27, 2019 at 9:49 am

@-W

It all seems to be focused on the individual rather than the economic system that
creates the problem.
As if the problem of climate change can be rectified by changing how people think
rather than by changing how socio-economic forces impose a high carbon
‘footprint’ on even the most Green of citizens in a developed society.

@-I live in a free society and i hate the thought to live in a non-free society.

How much does it cost to live in a free society.?
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Steven Mosher says:
July 27, 2019 at 10:12 am

Interesting list of words

New careers versus new jobs.

Career definitely beats job

Carbon Free Careers even sounds halfway cool

David B. Benson says:
July 27, 2019 at 12:22 pm

The smoke from the fires in Siberia has yet to produce additional haze in my sky.
But it will.

dikranmarsupial says:
July 27, 2019 at 12:31 pm

Kudos to Luntz for changing his mind, not everybody can manage that.

For me the main problem with the last memo is that it had little or no regard for
the truth, just persuasion. I am uncomfortable with focusing on choice of words,
rather than on truth (especially after Willard’s comments on Cambridge Analytica
on the other thread – we are easily manuipulated).

Joshua says:
July 27, 2019 at 1:18 pm

If we keep this non-partisan, we. Can have everything.

A bit simplistic, IMO, but a good foundational guiding principle.

daveburton says:
Your comment is awaiting moderation. 
July 27, 2019 at 1:32 pm

Frank also suggests that we focus on the benefits of addressing
climate change, and not only its dangers.

He should have dropped the word “addressing.”

That’s not to say nothing needs to be done. Resiliency measures (often
mischaracterized as “climate adaptation” measures) do very often make good
sense, just as they always have. Here’s a spectacular example, which predates the
the first Model T Ford:

However, the effects of anthropogenic CO2 emissions are overwhelmingly positive.
So, so-called “climate mitigation” policies, aimed at reducing CO2 emissions, are
wrongheaded.

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing a fraction of a degree of benign warming,
disproportionately at high latitudes, where it is unambiguously beneficial.
https://sealevel.info/GISS_vs_UAH_and_HadCRUT_1958-
2018_woodfortrees_annot2.png

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing imaginary sea-level rise acceleration.
https://sealevel.info/1612340_Honolulu_Wismar_Stockholm_vs_CO2_annot3.png

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing imaginary worsening of major storms.
https://sealevel.info/EF3_to_EF5_tornadoes_historical_woodtv_dot_com_annot1_1006x759.png
https://sealevel.info/frequency_12months_2018-09-30_with_trendlines.png

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing imaginary worsening of droughts.
https://sealevel.info/US_percentage_areas_very_wet_or_very_dry_NOAA_2019-
03-07.png
https://sealevel.info/Fraction_of_the_Globe_in_Drought_1982-2012_fig5c.png

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing spectacular agricultural productivity
improvements.
https://sealevel.info/CO2_fertilized_potatoes_1920.png
https://sealevel.info/fb_corn_and_soybean_yields_are_yuuuge_2018_screenshot_700x596.png

● Curbing CO2 emissions = curbing the “greening” of the Earth.

Raising Galveston Island [5' 32"]Raising Galveston Island [5' 32"]

Rising CO2 Levels Greening EarthRising CO2 Levels Greening Earth
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